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Message from the Board 
 

Welcome to the Annual Conference of the  
Spring 2013 CMC3 – South! 

 
 
The CMC3 – South board members would like to thank the exhibitors, the 
publishers, and the hotel staff of the Hilton DoubleTree Hotel for all of their 
efforts in assisting us put together this conference.    
 
This year, the CMC3 – South, President-Elect and Speaker Chair, Art Nitta 
of Mt. San Antonio College, has put together a great array of presentations 
for the conference on Saturday.  The conference presentations cover a  
variety of STEM topics, with an increase this year in the number of  
presentations involving the use of technology in the classroom.   
 
Presentations on Saturday are organized with breakout sessions from 9:00 
– 10:00 AM, a short coffee break and presentations from 10:30 – 11:30 
AM.  From 11:45 AM – 1:45 PM, lunch will be served.  At this time, the 
CMC3 – South board members will conduct a few business items with the 
membership, followed by Dr. Serina Diniega’s presentation concerning 
planetary surface features.   After lunch, the final breakout sessions will be 
held from 2:00 – 3:00 PM.  A social will be held in the Laguna Newport  
Corridor from 3:00 – 4:00 PM, where the exhibitors have organized  
publications and technologies used in mathematics teaching.   At 3:30 PM, 
the board members will hold door prize drawings using member’s  
nametags.   Following the social and door prize drawings, the board will 
meet in the lobby bar area for an informal meeting at which we invite those 
of you interested in becoming more involved with this organization to speak 
with board members about the responsibilities. 
 
Have a fun time at the conference today! 
 
Patty George, Past-President  
CMC3—South 



Visit the Exhibitors  
 

 
Cengage Learning 

 
Hawkes Learning  

Systems 
 

McGraw-Hill 
 

MDTP 
 

Pearson 
 
 

 
Texas Instruments 

 
Thinkwell 

 
John Wiley & Sons 

 
W.H. Freeman 

 
XYZ Textbooks/

MathTV.com 
 
 

Many thanks to:  

 

Door Prizes: 
 

Casio 
Cengage Learning 

Hawkes Learning Systems 
McGraw-Hill 

Pearson 
Texas Instruments 

W.H. Freeman 
XYZ Textbooks/MathTV.com 

Morning coffee break: 
Cengage Learning 

Conference bags: 
AMATYC 

Conference bag items: 
MDTP 

Cengage Learning 
Hawkes Learning Systems 

Laguna Newport 
9:00am - 4:00pm 

Friday Game night & Door prizes: 
Pearson 



        Gaming to include Wii, and various  
Board Games. 

Enter the raffle for the chance to win a 
complete Wii System provided by  

Pearson Education. 
 

 

Friday Evening Social and Entertainment 
Begins at 6:00 pm  

Hermosa Huntington Manhattan Room 

Friday evening entertainment: 
 

Ignite Event Debut 
 
 

Enlighten Us But Make It Quick! 

7:00  pm 

8:00  pm 

Enlightenment in just five minutes?  You bet!  A dozen of your  
colleagues will tell you what they are passionate about, and they 
each have exactly five minutes to do it.  An Ignite presentation  
follows a strict rule: the speaker must use exactly twenty PowerPoint 
slides that advance automatically every fifteen seconds.  It gets  
pretty frenetic sometimes, but it is just the ticket in this era of instant  
gratification.  You’ll be enlightened and entertained! 



 
Saturday Luncheon and Keynote Speaker 

 

Hermosa Huntington Manhattan Room 
11:45 am to 1:45 pm 

 

Dr. Serina Diniega  
Caltech Postdoctoral Fellow, Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

 

 Connecting Form to Process and Conditions,  
AKA My Adventures in Modeling  

Planetary Surface Features 

The surface features that can be seen and measured on a 
planet's surface (such as rivers, volcanoes, or sand dunes) 
are the result of that landscape’s evolution, which itself is a 
combination of processes acting on various  
climate, surface, subsurface, and planetary conditions.  
 
As a planetary geomorphological modeler, Dr. Diniega  
studies the qualitative and quantitative connections  
between  environmental conditions, physical processes, and 
landform morphology, with the goal of developing a model 
that describes the processes that create a given landform.  
 
Dr. Diniega will discuss the general field of planetary  
geomorphology, the way in which simple mathematical  
models can help to decouple complex geologic behavior, 
and the models that she developed and analyzed to  
understand dune fields and lava flows on the Earth, Mars, 
and Venus. 



 

Bob Martinez 
 

Do a Flip ! 

Saturday, February 23  9:00 – 10:00 AM 

 

 

Malibu Room 

Redondo Room 

Sunset Room      

 

 
     

 
 
 
 

10:00am - 10:30am 
   ► Coffee break and refreshments    ► Visit the exhibits  
 - Grand Ballroom Foyer    - Laguna Newport  

Although mathematics classrooms (and what goes on in them) have not changed much for 
decades, changes are occurring.  Computer technology, brain and learning theory research, 
and political and economic forces like the Common Core State Standards provide the  
impetus and resources for intelligently transforming what goes on in these classrooms. 

For the past three years I have been developing a FREE digital textbook platform called 
MyMathText. I am presently beta testing MyMathText with about 100 statistics students.  
Using MyMathText students are able to do homework and take quizzes and tests.  
MyMathText allows instructors to easily incorporate Open Educational Resources and save 
their students the cost of expensive textbooks. 

    

Wade Ellis 
 

Understanding, Technology and the Common Core State Standards 

Rob Knight 

Create Your Own Digital Textbook FREE 

From a single lesson flip to an entire course flip, attendees will learn what a "flip" class is, 
how it works, and tips on getting everything together to do it. The presenter will share  
experiences and successes from flipping his Calculus course and attendees will share their 
flip experiences. 

February 23, 2013  Registration and Breakfast  8:00-9:00 am  
Hermosa, Huntington, Manhattan 

 



      
 

Lassen Room 

Sequoia Room 

Yosemite Room 

Redwood Room 

 

     
 

       

Saturday, February 23  9:00 – 10:00 AM 

Larry Perez 

Online Learning Environments Enhanced with Smartpen Technology 

Lisa S. Lee 

Success of Online Mathematics at the Community College Level 

Sharon Newman-Gomez 

Teacher's Smart Pen - The Inverted Classroom 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the factors that contribute to student success in 
online mathematics courses at the community college level. The non-experimental  
quantitative design began with descriptive statistics to explore the quantitative evidence and 
then applied multiple regression analysis to identify the significant predictors. 

This presentation focuses on strategies used to develop online supplemental instruction  
resources for developmental math students and demonstrate techniques used to create  
innovative smartpen documents. Attendees will learn about a methodology used to innovate 
traditional and online pedagogical techniques using architecture created with student  
feedback as the mechanism of design. 

How to utilize simple Smart Pen Technology to communicate with students off-campus, and to 
create a flipped classroom experience.   
   - Students view your pencast lectures on YouTube 
   - Questions answered for all on message board via pencasts 
   - Classroom time spent in review, quizzes, and hands on application sessions.  
Thus homework is dominated by lectures, while classroom time is dominated by problem solving. 

Brian Beaudrie 
 

Improving the Mathematical Readiness of Middle-Achieving,  
College-Bound Students 

Studies show that about two-thirds of entering college students who are required to take  
remedial courses in college never graduate.  This presentation will discuss a  
research-based, practical strategy to help middle-achieving HS students avoid the costs, 
time, and discouragement associated with the required mathematics remediation courses 
when entering post-secondary education. 





California Mathematics Council  
Community Colleges South 

www.cmc3s.org 



The Program at a Glance (Main Floor) 

  
  
  

Redondo Room Sunset Room Malibu Room 

9:00 – 10:00  

Wade Ellis 

Understanding,      
Technology and the 
Common Core State 

Standards 

Rob Knight 

Create Your Own Digital 
Textbook FREE 

Bob Martinez 

Do a Flip ! 

10:30 – 11:30  

Cheryl Ooten 

Take Charge of       
Test-Taking 

 

Myra Snell, Tue Rust, Hal 
Huntsman 

 
Opening the Algebra 
Gate: A Pre-Statistics 
Path to Transfer-Level 

Math 

Dave Sobecki 

Critical Thinking:  Does it 
Mean What You Think? 

 

11:45 –1:45 

Lunch and Keynote Speaker:    
   

Dr. Serina Diniega 
Connecting Form to Process and Conditions,  

AKA My Adventures in Modeling Planetary Surface Features 
 

 Hermosa, Huntington, Manhattan 

2:00-3:00 

Teresa Sutcliffe 
 
 

Flip the Switch 

 

Jeremiah A. Gilbert, 
Ph.D. 

Confessions of a         
Supplemental Text    

Writer 

Dr. Frank Ma 

Some Perspectives on 
Teaching with Narrative 

Databases and the Tablet 
PC 

3:00-4:00 
Social and door prize drawing Laguna Newport Corridor Exhibit Hall 

Door prize  drawing at  3:30 

February 23, 2013  Registration and Breakfast  8:00-9:00 am  
Hermosa, Huntington, Manhattan 



The Program at a Glance (Second Floor) 

Lassen Room Redwood Room Yosemite Room Sequoia Room   
  

Sharon Newman-
Gomez 

Teacher's Smart 
Pen - The         
Inverted      

Classroom 

Brian Beaudrie 
 

Improving the 
Mathematical 
Readiness of    

Middle-Achieving, 
College-Bound  

Students 

Larry Perez 

Online Learning  
Environments      
Enhanced with 

Smartpen          
Technology 

Lisa S. Lee 

Success of Online 
Mathematics at the 
Community College 

Level 

9:00 – 10:00  

Damon Givehand 
 

Top 10 Online 
Open Source 

Tech Tools for 
Today’s Develop-

mental Math 
Teachers 

Jeffrey Saikali 

Improving Learn-
ing by Understand-
ing the Nature of 
Human Memory 

Alan Tussy 

Reviving Your     
Students Using CPR
--Creative Presenta-

tions Regularly 

MaryAnne Anthony 
and Lynn Marecek 

Teaching Conceptu-
al Understanding 

through                
Manipulatives 

10:30 – 11:30 

Lunch and Keynote Speaker:    
   

Dr. Serina Diniega 
Connecting Form to Process and Conditions,  

AKA My Adventures in Modeling Planetary Surface Features 
 

 Hermosa, Huntington, Manhattan 

11:45 –1:45  

Monica Dabos 

Statistics     
Challenges 

John Kawai 

How to get hired 
full-time at a    

community college 

Daniel Ilaria 
 

Exploring Patterns 
with Graphing   
Technology 

Gail Burrill 
 

Building Conceptual 
Understanding     

Using Mathematical 
Software 

2:00-3:00 

3:00-4:00 
Social and door prize drawing Laguna Newport Corridor Exhibit Hall 

Door prize  drawing at  3:30 



 
 
 



Call for Presenters: 
 

Are you interested in speaking at the next 
CMC3s conference? 

 

Visit the CMC3s website for more  
information!    

www.cmc3s.org 



Saturday, February 23 10:30 – 11:30 AM 

  

 

Malibu Room 

Redondo Room 

Sunset Room                  

           

11:45am-1:45pm 
Hermosa, Hunting, Manhattan 
Lunch and Keynote Speaker 

 
Dr. Serina Diniega 

Connecting Form to Process and Conditions,  
AKA My Adventures in Modeling Planetary Surface Features 

Cheryl Ooten 
 

Take Charge of Test-Taking 

Myra Snell, Tue Rust, Hal Huntsman 
 

Opening the Algebra Gate: A Pre-Statistics Path to Transfer-Level Math 

Dave Sobecki 

Critical Thinking:  Does it Mean What You Think? 

Anxiety and poor preparation make exams stressful for students and consequently  
teachers. Help your students take charge of preparing for, performing on, and reevaluating 
results of their exams. Learn brain-based test-taking strategies that lower anxiety and assist 
students in all three stages of testing--before, during, and after. 

This session provides an introduction to a course that prepares students for college  
statistics, but is not the traditional algebra sequence. We will share content, activities,  
assessments, and results from Los Medanos College and City College of San Francisco, as 
well as provide information on articulation and other implementation issues. 

Obviously, "critical thinking" is a huge buzz phrase in college math.  But how often do we 
really think about what that means, or what it should mean?  I'll discuss conventional wis-
dom, provide some new insights, and show some new ways to enhance critical thinking with 
technology. 



 

Lassen Room 

Sequoia Room 

Yosemite Room 

Redwood Room   

     

 

Saturday, February 23  10:30 – 11:30 AM 

Jeffrey Saikali 

Improving Learning by Understanding the Nature of Human Memory 

Damon Givehand 
 

Top 10 Online Open Source Tech Tools for Today’s  
Developmental Math Teachers 

Alan Tussy 

Reviving Your Students Using CPR--Creative Presentations Regularly 

MaryAnne Anthony and Lynn Marecek 

Teaching Conceptual Understanding through Manipulatives 

During this session, we will explore a collection of math-related technology resources that 
will include interactive demos, clever videos, animations, and APPs.  We’ll also look at how 

instructors can create and record customized mini lessons for their students. 

Why do some people frequently have difficulty remembering during tests what they thought 
they had learned? How is human memory understood by scientists to work, and what  
misconceptions exist? How can students improve the way they learn, study, and remem-
ber?  We will consider cognitive psychology’s answers to these issues. 

Would you like to learn how to breathe more "life" into your classroom presentations? The 
speaker will share a variety of instructional techniques and visual aids that he has  
developed to get, and keep, the attention of developmental mathematics students. 

Experience hands-on class-tested materials that help students develop conceptual  
understanding of key Developmental Mathematics ideas.  Learn about physical and virtual 
manipulatives, online teacher training videos, and how to manage classroom manipulative 
activities.  Leave the session with access to the tools you can use immediately to  
incorporate manipulatives in your classroom. 



Saturday, February 23 2:00 – 3:00 PM 

    

Redondo Room 

Malibu Room 

Sunset Room            

      

3:00pm-4:00pm 
Laguna Newport Corridor 

Exhibit Hall 
 

Social and door prize drawings 
Drawings at 3:30 

Teresa Sutcliffe 
 

Flip the Switch 

 
Jeremiah A. Gilbert, Ph.D. 

 

Confessions of a Supplemental Text Writer 

Dr. Frank Ma 
 

Some Perspectives on Teaching with Narrative Databases  
and the Tablet  PC 

Have you ever wondered what goes into writing a test bank or solutions manual? Have you 
ever thought about how long it takes or how many people are involved? And how much 
does it pay? This interactive, entertaining presentation will reveal the answers to these 
questions along with many more. 

Students don’t seem to know how to study math that’s why most fail miserably.  So why not 
teach them how to study while they are learning math?  In my new approach my homework  
focuses on the studying aspect: students should read the book and/or watch the lecture videos 
that I posted on YouTube before coming to class.   

The concept of narrative databases and a teaching platform that utilizes narrative Power 
Point presentations with the pen–based Tablet will be presented. The construction of the  
databases and some personal perspectives on teaching with this platform will also be shared. 



   Lassen Room 

Sequoia Room 

Yosemite Room 

Redwood Room John Kawai 

How to get hired full-time at a community college 

     

     

Saturday, February 23 2:00 – 3:00 PM 

Monica Dabos 

Statistics Challenges 

This session will explain how to create attractive job hunting materials (resume, letters of 
recommendation, teaching philosophy, cover letter). I also explain how to build a skill set 
and experience base that make them attractive tenure track candidates. Lastly I explain 
the role of a full-time professor and how it differs from an adjunct professor. 

Mathematical software applications along with inquiry questions can promote student  
understanding of fundamental concepts from fractions to statistics to calculus. These  
applications allow students to act on mathematical objects, observe the consequences of 
their actions and reflect on the mathematical meaning of those consequences. 

Gail Burrill 
 

Building Conceptual Understanding Using Mathematical Software 

This talk aims to create an open discussion on the topic of variability, employing activities 
and a set of questions that are known to produce contradicting types of responses. Then a 
discussion will be carried out with the goal is to equip instructors with the tools needed to 
more effectively teach statistics at the two-year community college level. 

Daniel Ilaria 
 

Exploring Patterns with Graphing Technology 

This session will show how the use of the slider feature of TI-Nspire graphing calculator can 
help students explore patterns in mathematics.  Through the use of searching for structure, 
students can gain insight into mathematical concepts. 



 
 
 
 
 

California  
Mathematics Council  
Community Colleges   

 
  

17th Annual Spring  
Recreational Math  

Conference  
 

MontBleu Hotel and Casino 
Lake Tahoe, CA 

April 26 - 27, 2013  
 

 
 
 

41th Annual Fall  
Conference 

 
Portola Hotel and Spa  

Monterey, CA 
December 13 – 14, 2013 

 

www.cmc3.org 

 

AMATYC  

39th  Annual  

Conference 

 

Anaheim, California 
 

October 31—November 3, 
2013 

 
Math: There’s no 
end to the fun! 

 

Future Events 



 
 Who's Who in CMC3-South  

 

President:  Sherri Wilson

President-Elect:  Art Nitta 

Past-President:  Patty George 

Student Liaison:  Bob Crise  

Secretary:  Miriam Castroconde 

Treasurer:  Mark Greenhalgh 

Webmaster:  David Beydler  

Spring Conference    
Site Chair:  Jack Appleman   Exhibitors Chair:  Tammi Marshall   Presiders Chair:  Maribel Lopez 

Membership Chair:  Hoat Le  

Contacts Coordinator:  Rod Elsdon  

Liaisons 
AMATYC, MAA:  Bruce Yoshiwara  CMC : Patty George  

Members at Large 
North    Central        South 

Debby Wong           Eduardo Arismendi-Pardi                 Sally VanDenBerg 

Newsletter:  Paul Swatzel 

CMC3-South Board and Conference Committee Members 

Fall Event    
Conference Chair: Debby Wong 




